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Thank you all for one of the best opening weeks that we have experienced in quite 

some time.  Open House was well attended, and I thank our families for finding the 

time to attend.  It is a great way to quell any nerves before the big day.   

This year, OSW is committed to offering more opportunities for families to be part 

of our mission.  We will be advertising volunteer opportunities soon.  In addition, 

we are planning information sessions to give families the opportunity to learn 

about the academic and social emotional approaches we employ here. 

REMINDER:  Adults dropping off students in the traffic circle should remain in their 

vehicle to avoid safety concerns and to keep the flow of traffic moving.  Thank you. 

SPOTLIGHT ON BEHAVIORS AND RESPONDING TO SOCIAL EMOTIONAL NEEDS OF 

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS 

Everyone has been on their best behavior so far, but there will be times where we 

come across struggles.  Here is how we approach behaviors at OSW: 

Teachers will handle most behavioral interactions throughout the day.  As  

principal, I get involved if there is physical aggression, anything of a sexual nature, 

and if there are reports of repeated mean behaviors.  In these cases, I will call the 

families of all involved to explain what has occurred.   The consequences will only 

be shared with the family of the child who acted inappropriately due to  

confidentiality. 

When it comes to mending broken relationships, OSW uses restorative techniques 

to right the wrongs.  We do not take recess away from students and we avoid  

suspensions at all costs unless the offense is egregious and defined as such in the 

Waterford Elementary Handbook.  Instead of punitive measures, restorative  

practices focus on open communication, empathy, and understanding. When  

conflicts arise, students, teachers, and parents engage in structured conversations 

to address harm, find solutions, and restore relationships. By promoting  

accountability and cooperation, restorative practices empower children to learn 

from their mistakes, develop social skills, and create a safe and supportive learning 

environment. 

Enjoy the long weekend as we celebrate Labor Day! 

-Joe 

Dates to remember: 

Mon.Sept.4—No School (Labor 

Day) 



FROM THE HEALTH ROOM AND OFFICE: 

Welcome to a New School year from the health Room of Oswegatchie! 

A few reminders for new and returning parents please: 

 

 Please provide a complete and seasonally appropriate change of clothing for your child AT 

ALL TIMES. The Health Room does not have ANY clothing to support your child in this regard. We 

will otherwise contact parents during the work day to provide, unless your child has clothing in 

school. Please send a supply in a bag with your child’s name/and have them keep it in their cub-

bies here at school. DO NOT have them take it back and forth to school in their back pack each day 

as it invariably gets taken out, especially when it is needed. 

 Please communicate with the Health Room if your child is absent due to illness or injury. 

You may call the main office number and ask to be transferred to the nurse (860-442-4331). Or you 

may email wdoyon@waterfordschools.org to notify. 

 Please do not have your child transport medication of ANY kind to and from school. ALL 

medications must be provided by a parent direct to the Health Room and must have a completed 

medication authorization signed by physician and parent in order to be administered at school. 

      Thank you, 
Wendy Doyon RN 

 

Helpful hints from the main office: 

 Please make sure any bus or dismissal changes are mailed to both myself  

kkerwin@waterfordschools.org AND the classroom teacher.  

 Please don’t make any dismissal changes after 12:30pm unless it is an unavoidable  

emergency. 

 The newsletter will be emailed every Friday, and is chock full of helpful information from 

calendars, to lunch menus, to local events. Please take a few minutes each week to read through 

it. If you are not receiving emails and should be, please contact me so I can make the necessary 

changes.  

 If there are any changes to your phone number, email, address, permissions to pick up, etc 

please communicate those to the office as soon as possible.  

 

THANK YOU!! Please feel free to call or email if there is anything I can help you with! 

~~Kathy Kerwin 

Oswegatchie Office Secretary 

kkerwin@waterfordschools.org 

860-442-4331 



















SUNDAY, SEPT. 10
10a – 5p

Free Ship Tours
USCGC Eagle, USCGC Ida Lewis, SSV Oliver Hazard Perry,

T/V Kings Pointer, Leadership 44 and more

10a – 5p
Vendor Booths

10a – 5p
Salt the Whale at Parade Plaza

Stroll through Salt and learn about the inside of a whale and
more! Free thanks to Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary.

10a – 5p
Food and Drink

Delicious food trucks and beer garden

11a – 3p
Dirty Blue Shirts

Living history reenactments

12 – 2p
Maritime Skills Challenge

Come and cheer on Navy vs Coast Guard vs Merchant Marines
in feats of strength and skill!

1 – 4p
Free Fishing Clinic

Learn to fish with Dept of Energy and Enviro Protection –
Free poles included to take home!

2p
USCG Helicopter

Watch a live Search & Rescue demonstration at City Pier

2 – 5p
Main Stage Performances at City Pier

Orquesta Sensacional - Salsa 2p
Soul Shot - Reggae 4p

3 – 4p
Rum Tasting and Food Pairing

on Tall Ship Oliver Hazard Perry
Tickets available on website $25/$30

2023 Connecticut Maritime Heritage Festival
Celebrating the Sea, Uniting Our Shores

Port of New London Waterfront Park

SATURDAY, SEPT. 9
10a

Opening Ceremony – City Pier
Cadet singers, Bruce MacDonald award,
Navy re-enlistment, Dignitary speakers

10a – 5p
Free Ship Tours

USCGC Eagle, USCGC Ida Lewis, SSV Oliver Hazard Perry,
T/V Kings Pointer, Leadership 44 and more

10a – 3p
Free Fun Children’s Activities

Touch Tank with Project O, boat book giveaway, decorate
a mermaid crown, build a boat, learn nautical knot tying,

meet Sammy the Sea Otter, face painting and more!

10a – 5p
Salt the Whale at Parade Plaza

Stroll through Salt and learn about the inside of a whale and
more! Free thanks to Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary.

10a – 5p
Vendor Booths

10a – 9p
Food and Drink

Delicious food trucks and beer garden

11a
Book Reading

Get excited for the parade with animated
reading of “Julian is a Mermaid”

Main Stage at City Pier, by the Golden Owl

12p
Parade

Mermaid & Sea Monster Parade starts at top of State Street,
turns right on Bank St, left onto Connector to Waterfront Park

Join us on State and Bank Streets for the best views
of the parade. Live commentary by Franco from

100.9 K-Hits at Parade Plaza.

1 – 8:15p
Main Stage Performances at City Pier

Steve Elci and Friends children’s music 1p
Bawdy Buccaneers 2p  •  Geoff Kaufman sea chanteys 3p

Carleans 4p  •  Hoolios 5:30p  •  Andre Eddie and Friends 7p

7:30p
Flock Theatre’s Burning of Benedict Arnold

Join us at the Shaw Mansion to march the traitor’s effigy
down Bank Street to City Pier where the burning
of his effigy dating back to 1782 is re-enacted

Thames River Heritage Park Boat Tours
For ticketing visit

www.thamesriverheritagepark.org

New London Maritime Society
Custom House Museum

Open Saturday & Sunday: 10a – 5p
150 Bank St

For more information, visit

ctmaritimefest.com

No Admission Fee








